The Second Coming of Christ in Thessalonians

The Rapture in I Thessalonians
By K. C Ung

Intro.  The 2nd Coming of Christ is referred to in the last few verses of almost every chapter in I and II Thessalonians.

I. The Recapitulation.

In Scripture, the Second Coming of Christ appears to be in two Stages with both referred to as His Second Coming or Advent. Unless these two stages are carefully acknowledged and a distinction made between the two, it will be difficult to reconcile their differences (only a few are listed below among many more) and appropriate the right events to be happening at the right time. Major Distinct Differences of the two stages are tabled below:

	No.
	Stage One – The Rapture

“Caught up” – I Thes. 4:17
	Stage Two – The Revelation

“Revealed” - II Thes. 1:7, 8

	1. 
	The term “Rapture” is from Latin “rapturo” referring to I Thes. 4:17 – “Caught up” which is from the Greek word harpazo which means to seize catch (away, up), pluck, pull, take (by force) – Strong. As Matt. 13:19; Jn. 10:28 cf.  Gen. 5:24
	The term “Revelation” is used to refer to the time when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ…

II Thes. 1:7, 8 – Gk.  apokalupsis = appearing, coming, be revealed, revelation. Ct. 2:3; 2:6, 8



	2. 
	Christ’s Coming for the Church.

The Lord Himself shall descend… the dead in Christ shall rise first. 

I Thes. 4:16
	Christ’s Coming for the Jews/the Nations.

The house of David… the inhabitants of Jerusalem…shall look upon Me whom they have pierced. Zech. 12:10



	3. 
	He comes in the air.

We which are alive…shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. I Thes. 4:17 
	He comes to the earth.

Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations...His feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives. Zech. 14:3, 4



	4. 
	He comes alone.

The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven.

I Thes. 4:16a


	Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints… Jude 14, 15

The LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with Thee. Zech. 14:5



	5. 
	It is Private.

We shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.  I Cor. 15:51, 52a
	It is Public.

He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced him. Rev. 1:7


	6. 
	The dead in Christ Resurrected followed by the Rapture of all to join Him in the air and be with the Lord forever (NIV).
The dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive …shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. I Thes. 4:16, 17 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. Jn. 14:3


	No Resurrection and no Rapture taking place. Followed by judgment of the nations:

Behold, the Lord cometh…to execute judgment upon all…Jude 14, 15

When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall He sit upon the throne of his glory: And before Him shall be gathered all nations. Matt. 25:31, 32

	7. 
	The Event Described – I Thes. 4:13-17

	The Event Described – Rev. 19:11-21


II. The Rapture – The dead in Chris t Resurrected, and with the living saints, Raptured at Christ’s Return.
A. In I Thessalonians. 

1. I Thes. 1:9, 10

a. The People waiting for His Return – how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God.
i. Their Conversion – how ye turned to God from idols.
Likely Gentiles.

ii. Their Commitment – to serve the living and true God
b. The Promise of His Return – to wait for his Son from heaven
i. From heaven – lit. the heavens (pl). 


Christ taken up through one “heaven” (sing.) after another (Acts 1:9-11) to sit on His throne

in heaven (sing.) (Rev. 4:2-11), and now coming down through the “heavens” (pl.) to the “air”.

ii. “Out of the heavens” – the Thessalonians were looking for Jesus’ coming literally, “out of the heavens.”

c. The Possibility of His Return – His Son from heaven, even Jesus whom He raised from the dead
i. Jesus’ Resurrection proved Him to be Really Man and verily God – 


He is Jesus (Humanity) and the Son of the Living God (Deity).

Thus, declared to be the Son of God with power…by the resurrection from the dead
Rom. 1:4

ii. Jesus Rose again from the dead – His Resurrection makes possible His Return. Cf. I Cor. 15:14-19

d. The Purpose of His Return – Who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.
NRSV cf. NIV

i. What is this wrath to come?
· God’s General wrath on unbelievers?
Jn. 3:36; Rom. 1:18

· “The Great Tribulation” or “the time of Jacob's trouble”?
Jer. 30:4-7; Rev. 7:14, NIV; 16:1ff

· The Great White Throne Judgment?
Rev. 20:11-15

ii. Delivered from (= rescues from) the coming wrath.
NRSV, NIV

· From is ek = kept from.
as Rev. 3:10

· Rescues from as Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: 
in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us;
as II Cor. 1:10

Paul was delivered from a great peril that could have brought him death, not through death.

Thus, His imminent Return is to Rescue us from God’s wrath to come.

2. I Thes. 2:19-20

a. The Anticipation of the Thessalonian believers: 

That ye [be] in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming

i. The Possibility of their being Present before the Lord at His Parousia (Coming).

ii. The Period will be when we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.
Rom. 14:10
This is a judgment of believers, not for Sin, but for their Service into the Lord.
iii. Praise and reward (or loss) will then be given out –  
I Cor. 3:14, 15

If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.

b. The Apostles’ hope: to see these believers in the Presence of the Lord.


For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye

 in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? For ye are our glory and joy.

i. These believers are their Joy – the Joy of seeing them again was sufficient Jubilation.

ii. These believers are their Crown of Rejoicing – they themselves were the apostles’ sufficient Reward 

iii. These believers are their Glory – for ye are our glory and joy; they are the Glory that awaits them.

Note: 
The Joy of Soul-winning – he that winneth souls is wise.
Pro. 11:30


I say unto you, that…joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth.
Lk. 15:7

3. I Thes.  3:11-13

a. Paul’s Personal address:
I Thes. 3:11

i. To God Himself…our Father – His God is his Father and their Father too.

ii. To our Lord Jesus Christ – Jesus is his and their Lord.
Cf. I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.

Jn. 20:17
iii. Their Jesus is God – direct, singular verb linked to a plural subject, our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ
b. Paul’s Prayer – for an increase in their love
I Thes. 3:12

i. They already have this Love (one toward another) to make them Labour for the Lord.
3:12a cf. 1:3

ii. The Lord will continue to help them enLarge this Love even as we do toward you.
3:12c cf. 4:9

iii.  Paul now prays for their love to Overflow (abound) to Others too – toward all men.
3:12b

c. The Projected end – 
I Thes. 3:13 

i. That they may be Strengthened and Spotless in holiness before God the Father.
cf. 3:2

ii. That they would not be Shamed when the Lord Suddenly returns with all his Saints.
I Jn. 2:28

And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence,

 and not be ashamed before him at his coming.


Note: 
Saints = holy ones (NIV), likely spirits and souls who sleep in Jesus 
cf. I Thes. 4:14


[whom] will God bring with Him when Christ returns.

4. I Thes. 4:13-18 –  The Key Passage of The Rapture
a. The Proofs of the coming Resurrection and Rapture.
  I Thes. 
4:13-15

i. The Death and resurrection of Christ Himself – believe that Jesus died and rose again.
4:14

ii. The Declaration of the Lord Himself – by the word of the Lord (by special revelation to Paul?)


4:15 cf. I Cor. 11:23

b. The Participants –
4:13, 14

i. The Spirits and Souls of them… which sleep in Jesus [whom] will God bring with Him.
4:14

ii. Those Sleeping in Jesus – them which are asleep… them also which sleep in Jesus
4:13, 14

iii. The Saints still living when Jesus comes – we which are alive and remain
4:15

“we”, including Paul? Paul’s Insistent belief in the Imminence of Christ’s return

c. The Person coming –  

i. The Living Lord Himself – For the Lord Himself shall descend cf. this same Jesus
4:16 cf. Acts 1:11

ii. And the Souls and Spirits in Him which will be united with their bodies and resurrected. 4:16
For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven …and the dead in Christ shall rise first.

d. The Process:
4:16, 17

i. The Proclamation with the Shout of the Lord; the voice of the archangel; the trump of God! 
ii. The Resurrection of the dead – it is Selective: the dead in Christ shall rise first.
4:16
iii. The Transformation of the dead and living – it is Supernatural:
I Cor. 15:51, 52


We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,


In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump
iv. The Translation to meet the Lord in the air – it is a glorious “Sight” happening in Seconds! I Thes. 4:17

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 

to meet the Lord in the air. Note: “Caught up” in Latin is rapturo, thus, Rapture. 
v. The Blessed Reunion – so shall we ever be with the Lord.
I Thes. 4:17

The ever-comforting Solace: Comfort one another with these words
I Thes. 1:18

5. I Thes. 5:23, 24 –  

a. The God of Peace Guarantees the Sanctification of the Whole Person of the believer.



May God Himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. 

I Thes. 5:23, NIV


The One who calls you is faithful and He will do it.

I Thes. 5:24, NIV

b. Paul’s Prayer for Preservation of the Whole Person blameless until Christ comes again.
I Thes. 5:23

The Whole Person, i. e. …

i. The Spirit – the spiritual part of man that enables him to Communicate with God.

ii. The Soul – the emotional part of man that makes him Conscious of himself, the seat of his personality

iii. The Body – the physical part through which the inner man expresses himself and he is reCognised.

Note: 

· When a person dies, his body returns to the dust from which it was made, 

In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground;

 for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. 
Gen. 3:19

All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust again.
Eccl. 3:20
· While the spirit and soul go to be with the Lord (if a believer) 
II Cor. 5:6, 8


Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, 

we are absent from the Lord…


We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.
· Until they return with God from heaven to unite with the body in resurrection 


even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.
I Thes. 4:14

and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
I Thes. 4:16
· To be raptured together with the living saints to meet Christ in the air 
I Thes. 4:16b, 17

the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain 

shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air.
· And be reunited with the Lord in the Father’s Home above forevermore. 
I Thes. 4:17b


and so shall we ever be with the Lord.



if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; 




that where I am, there ye may be also.
cf. Jn. 14:3
· On the other hand, if the person is an unbeliever, he goes to Hades 
Lk. 16:22b, 23a The rich man also died and was buried in Hades, where he was being tormented.
· To await future judgment at the Great White Throne when he would be sent to Hell.
Rev. 20:15


And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
Con.:  Watch and Pray and be ye Ready:
Cf. Mk. 13:33-37
Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is.

For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave authority to his servants, and to every man his work, and commanded the porter to watch.

Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, 
or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning:

Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping.

And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.

